Jop Myths about The Community Foundation’s Guant Making

Myth 1: You have to hire a pro£essiona1 grant writer to prepare
the application

If you do not already have someone on staff to help write

o

grants, there is no need to hire one! Foundation staff work
A —

closely with not—for—proﬁt staff to help them with their THE %/Mn@
applications, inclucling reading drafts of proposals and giving COMMUN]TY

suggestions prior to the official grant submission. FOUNDAT[ON

OF HERKIMER & ONEIDA COUNTIES, INC

Myth 2: The process is too complicated

As a community foundation, we feel strongly about being here to help organizations
through the process of applying for funding. We also know that not-for-profits prefer
to spend their time delivering programs and services, so we have made our application
process as concise as possible. A recent survey showed that organizations receiving

grants from The Community Foundation later comment on the ease of the process.

Myth 3: Only a few selected organizations receive grants
In 2008, almost 200 organizations received grants from The Community Foundation.
Some had received fund.ing from us at other times, but for some, 2008 was the first year

they were awarded a Foundation grant.

Myth 4 It's only for the LARGE not—for—profit organizations
The Community Foundation funds not-for-profit organizations of all sizes. Visit our
website at www.foundationhoc.org to see the list of organizations that have received

grants.

Myth 5: Tl’ley granteol us momney before and won't consider us again
The Community Foundation considers applications from both new and familiar not-
for-profits. Organizations are welcome to come back and seek additional funds for new

high priority needs.

Myth 6: We're too small

Many organizations receiving grants have few staff members or are all volunteer run. As
1ong as your no’c—for—profi’c organization has a 501(c)(3) designation from the Internal
Revenue Service prior to applying for a grant, the size of your volunteer or work force

does not come into consideration.




Myth 7: They only fund projects in a few focus areas

Call the Senior Program Officer at The Foundation at 315-735-8212 to ask about
your idea. The Foundation funds programs })enefiting residents of Herkimer and
Oneida counties in health, human services, quality of life, arts, education, and you‘cll and

families.

My’ch 8: They don’t award grants to religious organizations
Although cliscretionary grants cannot be made for religious purposes, religious
organizations may receive funding for a food pantry, for example, that serves the entire

community.

My’ch 9: They don’t award grants for programs

Many of The Foundation’s grants are for start-up or expansion of existing programs.

My’ch 10: They don’t award grants for operating expenses
Although The Foundation is not an ongoing funder of operating expenses, we do award

grants £or new and expanding programs.

My’ch 11: They don’t award grants for capital projects

Many of our grants are for small and large capital projects.

My’ch 12: They don’t award grants for equipment
We often award grants for equipment that will help an organization operate more
efﬁcien’cly.

Fact: If your not-for-profit organization serves the residents of Herkimer and/or

Oneida counties and is interested in applying fora grant, we welcome your call.

The Community Foundation of Herkimer & Oneida Counties, Inc.
1222 State Street
Utica, NY 13502
(315) 735-8212

Www.foun&ationhoc.org




